ZIKULISE
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN THE LIVES OF
UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE

A look inside our organisation.....

IT IS OUR HEART’S DESIRE AT
ZIKULISE TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES
OF ORDINARY SOUTH AFRICANS
WHO FIND THEMSELVES IN THE
UNENVIABLE POSITION
OF BEING UNEMPLOYED AND
IN MANY CASES UNEMPLOYABLE.

We achieve this by offering
sponsored skills training with a strong
focus on successful entrepreneurship.
Zikulise was established in 2004 and
was registered as a Section 21
Company and non-profit
organisation.
These past eleven years have seen
substantial growth in the number of
skills training courses offered as well
as an increase in the training facilities
at our Centre.

We are committed to making a
visible and sustainable difference
in the lives of our unskilled and
unemployed community members
and in the following pages are just
some of the stories about where
our journey has taken us so far.
We invite you to page through
and read at your leisure. Most of
all, we invite you to join us on our
journey towards a country where
unemployment is no longer
considered a national crisis.
Julie Jonson
Zikulise Executive Director

MEET RISING
STAR
THALENTE
MHLONGO

F

ormerly unemployed, now an employee
at a coffee and gift shop, baking trainer
and operator of her own small homebased business supplying her community
with delicious cakes and bakes. She has a
heart for the community and gladly lends a
hand when necessary.
Thalente Mhlongo’s mother must have
sensed at her birth that the baby girl she held
in her arms was going to grow into a
talented young lady. She was not wrong.
However, it took believing in herself, passion,
perseverance and a helping hand from
Zikulise for her to be where she is now.
We believe she is destined to accomplish
great things in her life and that this is just the
start.

ONE IS NEVER
TOO YOUNG
TO LEARN AN
INCOME
GENERATING
SKILL

N

ever too young as proved by a group
of rural school children who recently
participated in a baking class and
introduction to entrepreneurship at Zikulise.
Their enthusiasm was infectious as they
measured, sifted, mixed and cooked,
producing delicious local favourites Snowballs
and Queen Cakes.
These were tasty treats that the youngsters
simply could not wait to try!
Hopefully enough cakes for sharing with their
families survived their trip home, but we think
probably not!

2006
WE TOOK OUR TRAINING TO A WHOLE
NEW LEVEL WHEN WE STARTED
PLANNING THE
EXTENSION OF OUR
TRAINING FACILITIES

2010
THE END RESULT
4 YEARS LATER

NOT THAT
WE WANT
TO BRAG
BUT...
IT IS A
PART
OF OUR
STORY

A

t a prestigious annual Nedbank Capital Green Mining Africa Awards event Zikulise was
awarded joint first place in recognition of achievements in promoting excellence.

This came after mining company Exxaro KZN Sands nominated us as their economic development
partner in the Socio-Economic category.
The Zululand Chamber of Commerce and Industry recognised our efforts by giving us in the first
year the runner up award and in the second the winner award in the category “Community
Spirit”.
Founder and Executive Director of Zikulise Julie Jonson has been awarded the Exxaro Annual GM
Recognition Award for excellent management and financial control of Zikulise; was a finalist in the
Business Women’s Association Regional Business Achievers Award; received the Zululand
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Service Excellence Award; and was awarded the KFC and
Zululand Observer recognition award for outstanding support and selfless commitment to the
local community of Zululand.

11 YEARS OF MAKING
A DIFFERENCE
IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

WE INTRODUCE
YOU TO
THOLAKELE
GUMEDE

T

holakele stands just barely one meter
tall and walks using crutches. But she
more than makes up for her lack of
height and the extreme difficulty in getting
around through her passion, endurance,
perseverance and character.
We got to know her in 2005 when she
enrolled for one of our training courses and
learnt to master traditional Zulu bead
weaving. She now operates her own small
business and also passes on her skills to
others.
She has never allowed her life’s challenges
to deter her from reaching her dreams and
her indomitable spirit touches the heart of
everyone with whom she comes into
contact with.
We are grateful that through generous
sponsorships we were able to help her
realise her potential.

The wonder
of
Wonderbags

WE ARE DOING
OUR BIT
TO MAKE THE
WORLD
A GREENER
PLACE

A

t Zikulise we are talking to our trainees
about our environment and what we as
individuals can do to make our world a
cleaner, greener and healthier place to live in,
not only for this generation but also for the next.
In our sewing class we teach our trainees how
to make a Wonderbag. This is a non-electric,
heat-retention cooker that allows food that has
been brought to a boil, to continue cooking
after it has been removed from the fuel source.
The insulated bag serves to reduce the amount
of electricity required during food preparation
and with less fuel needed, savings of precious
cash resources are also possible.
Apart from that, it is also a convenient way in
which to transport hot food from one place to
another, especially convenient for those who
cook food at home for day care facilities and if
public transport has to be used.
The bag is made from fabric and is filled with an
insulating material such as dried grass.
The process of using the bag involves heating

www.Inhabitat.com

up the pot of food (stews or vegetables) on a
stove or over a fire or on a primus stove in
order to start the cooking process, then
placing a secure lid on the pot; and finally
placing the pot and lid in the Wonderbag
which is then closed by pulling up the
drawstring, thereby sealing in the heat for an
extended time.
A truly wonderful South African (Sarah Collins)
invention, not only for those living in the rural
areas where basic services are sometimes a
challenge but also those in urban areas too
where it has become essential to use
electricity sparingly.

MEET
LINDINKOSI
MASINGA

F

or past trainee Linda Masinga
the sky is now the limit.

The training that he received at
Zikulise has enabled him to reach for
the stars.
His entrepreneurial journey started at
Zikulise when he received his initial training, that included business skills and he has grown from
strength to strength. As a reward for his hard work and dedication he was recently selected to
participate in the Entrepreneur competition for budding entrepreneurs where he received seven
weeks of invaluable business modelling training endorsed by the University of KwaZulu-Natal
(UKZN) and USA-based Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). His business was also
showcased at the Zululand Chamber of Commerce and Industry's Entrepreneur Exhibition.
Craft making is clearly his passion, it is his life-long commitment and it shows as his business is fast
becoming well known for its product excellence. Creating and producing traditional and
contemporary Zulu products is his speciality. He attributes his success to his grandmother as he says
it was she who taught him the importance of learning to use his hands and his skills to earn a living
and had also always encouraged him to do everything that he tackled to the best of his ability. In
touching tribute to his grandmother he named his business after her.
Zikulise was able to give him a helping hand when he needed it the most and he has gone on to
prove that
with courage,
fortitude and
perseverance
nothing is
impossible.

T

hank you for spending some time looking inside our organisation.

These are just some of the stories about where our journey has taken us so
far, and the things we have done that are making a difference to the daily
well being of everyone whose lives we touch.
We have two sayings at Zikulise
- “When you help an adult gain an income-generating skill, you also help a
child gain an education”
and
- “We have big dreams and we help others achieve theirs”.
We invite you to join us in our future journey, growing our organisation into a
social force to be reckoned with. One that makes a real difference in the
lives of others.
If you would like to speak to us about coming alongside us our contact
details are on the back page.

Joining hands
for social change

YOUR SUPPORT MEANS
THE WORLD TO US

...and to the unemployed

giving hope

for a better future
for all

believing that things
can change for
the better
trusting for the
unexpected
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ZIKULISE COMMUNITY UPLIFTMENT PROJECT NPC

CONTACT DETAILS
Email address and website
juliej@zikulise.org.za
www.zikulise.org.za
Office Telephone (035) 7925477 Fax (035) 7925457
Mobile: +27 (0)83 506 7599 Julie Jonson (Executive Director)
Physical Address:
Zikulise Entrepreneur Skills Training Centre,
44 Turnbull Street, Empangeni, KwaZulu Natal,
South Africa.
(Corner of Main Road and Turnbull Street,
Entrance off Pearce Crescent)
Postal address:
P O Box 327, Empangeni 3880
Registrations:
Non Profit Company
Reg no. 2005/003021/08
Non Profit Organisation
Reg. no. 041-082-NPO
Public Benefit Organisation
Reg. PBO no. 93018804

