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Having attended the Winter Workshop at 
Rust-en-Vrede, I learned something important 
" It takes courage to change " - Anne Marais . 
As artists we all tend to get stuck in our 
comfort zone, too afraid to try something 
different. 
 
As the winter season continues, don't get too 
comfortable in your studios - we at Cape 
Pottery Supplies have been working hard to 
get you potters to have fun with ceramics and 
not to become complacent, see all the new 
products on offer in this issue! 
 
Please also note the change in Elsabé’s 
schedule at the Retreat branch.  
Elsabé is available on Monday and Thursday 
mornings now from 9 am to 12pm for all your 
questions and queries. 
 
This winter season, don't let your creative 
spirit be stifled, come visit us at Cape Pottery 
Supplies and be inspired! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREAT NEWS! The CPS Montague Gardens 
branch is now on line and I am able to 
communicate via e-mail with my customers directly. 
My e-mail address is: 
greg@capepotterysupplies.co.za.  

 
While surfing the net I came across one of the 
latest über cool words that is doing the rounds in 
the northern hemisphere and which is certainly 
going to become “soufafricanized” any day now - 
taking or having a “Staycation”. Defined as a 
vacation that is spent at one’s home, enjoying all 
one’s home can offer, checking out local travel 
guides featuring local attractions you’ve forgotten 
or never even knew about. Save petrol and curb 
your carbon output!  
 
Those of you taking a mid-year staycation or whose 
kids are driving them nuts while at home will be 
delighted to know that we are selling all Gare 
acrylic non-firing hobby colours at only  R10.00  per 
bottle while stocks last! These acrylics may be 
applied to any absorbent surface, not only ceramic 
bisque. 
  
A new earthenware glaze sample board is up in the 
showroom giving you a far better idea of what 
these glazes look like on our white and red 
earthenware clay bodies, so pop in and come and 
look. The range will be added to in due course and 
new non-toxic colours will become available. 
New plastic banding wheels (24cm diameter) are in 
stock and not only look very attractive but are very 
stable and strong. 
Claybright has introduced a cream 3D colour and 
appearing shortly are new Claybright underglaze 
colours that have already proven themselves with 
customers who have noticed the tile samples on 
my desk. 
 
RECIPE FOR UNDERGLAZE CRAYONS 
Ball Clay                              63% 
Gum Arabic                         6% 
Ceramic Stain                    31% 
 

1. Dissolve the Gum Arabic into hot water 

2. Put stains into a mixing bowl and blend with 
ball clay 



3. Add gum Arabic solution; add more water 
until you have a pastry consistency 

4. Roll into 10cm coils and leave to dry 

5. When dry, harden in the oven at a very low 
heat (40°C - 50°C) for a few minutes (too 
high a temperature will “burn” the gum 
Arabic). The crayons are now ready to use. 

USEFUL TIP 

To introduce speckles into a glaze try adding a 

pinch of unwashed wood ash to the glaze slop 

after sieving. This can give attractive soft 

speckles. 

Have fun,   Greg 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Hints and tips picked up recently: 
 
The following tip is for those of you who would 
like to pack more into your kiln in order to save 
time and electricity costs.  When doing a 
hardening-on firing (we recommend 800°C) of 
underglaze painted bisqueware, place items 
(eg. plates) on top of one another with fibrefax 
in between them, wherever the underglaze 
might be.  Three pieces of fibrefax on the rim 
of the plate, used like props on a shelf, work 
wonders.  The items will then not stick to one 
another in the firing.  Many thanks to Marihette 
at Emvee for this tip, which she passed onto 
another customer, who passed it on to me.  
The pottery grapevine works as well as any 
other! 
 
Many thanks, too, to George Boucher, who got 
the following tip from Claynews (Vol. 28 No. 2 
March/April 2008), a New Zealand Potter’s 
Newsletter:   
 
MAGIC WATER  
Sticking stuff for joining slabs 

 
1litre water 
2 tsp sodium silicate 
¼ tsp soda ash 

 
Shake up and use in place of plain water for 
all joining.  The deflocculent content ‘thins’ the 
water and helps it penetrate the clay for 
bonding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS/ NEW RELEASES 
 
 
 

CLAYBRIGHT ® UNDERGLAZES 
 
We have a new vibrant 
range of underglaze paints: 
Pimento, Mandarin,Saffron 
and Fynbos.These new 
colours will be available end 
of July. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Aafke in Somerset West 
Branch 

 



From Craig’s desk …… 

Great new plastic banding wheel in 
stock that is sturdy yet light, and spins 
beautifully. 
 

 
 
 
 
A new and exciting range of non-fired 
colours on their way to our stores, as 
well as new crystal and crackle glazes.  
These will be in stock by mid-August. 
 
 
 
New improved stronger motor, 0,55kW 
fitted to our popular electric pottery 
wheel. 
 
 
 
Wire Cone Holders are back in stock – 

these are reusable and convenient. 
 
 
 
Great Funwriter nibs available for 
attaching to 3D bottles for fine writing/ 
artwork – set of 6. 
 

 
 
 
 

CSA – POTTERS MARKET 
COMPETITION ! 
 
Winner of the CPS Voucher for R 500-00 is :  
 

DEE ‘T HART 
 

Congratulations! 
 
 
 

 
 

HINTS & TIPS 
 

BLOTCHY or UNEVEN UNDERGLAZE? 
 
Spot the problem before it happens!  Paint a 
layer of clear water over the top of the 
underglaze.  This will act the same as a glaze 
would and allow you to see through the layers 
of underglaze.  Now you can spot any 
unevenness. 
 
One way of fixing this is to take a brush and 
paint water over and over the same spot.  By 
wetting the underglaze it will start to lift and 
you can drag the colour evenly.  Work the 
brush backward and forwards to even out the 
underglaze.  Take care not to wet too much 
because eventually all the underglaze will 
come up. 
 
If this occurs, stop and allow it dry. Mix the 
same colour with some water and paint thin 
layers over the area until it is covered.  Wait 
between layers to allow underglaze to dry a 
little.   Dip your brush in water and gently work 
the edges into the rest of the colour.  Repeat 
the process until the area appears even when 
water is applied. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
In modern times, cones are still a very important 
tool in a potter’s armoury.  It is the only definitive 
measure of heat work done on pottery.  

 

 

 



With the current regime of power failures, 
without a cone in your kiln you will not know 
whether your pottery reached temperature 
unless it is badly under fired.  More recently we 
have had glazes from prominent suppliers, 
which have been problematic.  It is useful to 
bench mark good firings with cones and to save 
the cone results.  If you are experiencing 
unsatisfactory results, cones will quickly tell you 
whether the kiln is misbehaving or whether the 
glaze is misbehaving.  If the fired results of 
cones significantly differ to your benchmark then 
look to your kiln for the cause.  If the fired result 
of the cones is the same as your benchmark 
look to your glazes and or clay body for the 
cause.  It is useful to place cones next to your 
thermocouple and in areas where you get your 
best results, as these are your litmus tests. 
  
Happy firing! 
 
 
 

Ceramics Southern Africa  
 
Calendar of Events 2008 
 
22 August  Peter Beard talk/slide show 

Rust-en-Vrede 
23 August Peter Beard workshop 

Rust-en-Vrede 
27 August National Exhibition 

 Johannesburg 
16 November  Regional Exhibition 

Rust-en-Vrede 
22 November  Potters Market 
  Rondebosch 
 
The CSA National Exhibition opens in 
Johannesburg on 27 August 2008. 
Premier Award – R15000 
2 merit awards – R5000 each. 
 
Cape Region Selectors are Betsy Nield, 
Majolandile Dyalvane and Hennie Meyer (travelling 
selector). 
 
Selection of entries from the Cape region will take 
place on Friday, 9 August 2008 at the Clay 
Museum, Rust-en-Vrede, Durbanville. To 
encourage members to enter for the National, we 
have arranged drop-off points in Cape Town. 
Works must be delivered to these points by 
Wednesday, 7 August: 
False Bay area: Lesley Porter/ 6 Oranje Road, 
Kirstenhof/ Tel 021 702-1951 

City Bowl area: Potliz Ceramics, 16b Kloofnek 
Road, Tamboerskloof/ Tel 021 424-5401 
Southern Suburbs: Ralph Johnson/ 13 Chesham 
Road, Claremont/ Tel 021 671-6139. 
Northern Suburbs and beyond: Letitia Kotze at the 
Clay Museum 
 
Further information can be obtained from our office 
on tel no. 021 979-3537. 
 
Peter Beard Visit  
Eminent British potter, Peter Beard, will be giving a 
full day workshop on Saturday, 23 August 2008, at 
Rust-en-Vrede, Durbanville. This is a unique, once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to see and hear this master 
potter right here in Cape Town.  
 
The workshop will kick off with a power point 
presentation, followed by a demonstration of his 
working methods. The cost for the day is R250 for 
members and R350 for non-members. Fee 
includes tea/coffee, cake and lunch (soup and 
rolls). 
 
 
 
The Potter’s Association of Namibia 

 
The new executive committee was elected at 
the AGM in April. Details are as follows: 
 
Chair & Treasurer:  Carola Lorck 
 Tel. 064 - 402381 Fax. 064 - 402324, 
lorckc@iway.na 
Memberships: Betsie van Rensburg 
Tel. 064 - 462930 Fax. 064 - 462954, 
fischreiher@iway.na 
Newsletter Editor: Sharon Flewellen 
 Tel & Fax. 064 - 402875 (work) Tel. 
064 - 464127 (home) flew@iway.na 
Mail Administrator: Leslene Jacobs 
 Tel 064 - 404772 (h) mallmail@iway.na 
Additional:  
Antoinette Warren Tel. 064 - 461549 (h)  
Sonja Wahlers 064-400862 (h) 

 
 

P O Box 2585, Swakopmund, Namibia 
Tel. +264 – 402875 / 402381 
Fax. +264 – 402875 / 402324 

www.pan.iway.na  e-mail : pan@iway.na 
 
 

 
 

 

  



Adverts are charged at a minimum of R50-00 per advert 
for 25 words and R5-00 per word thereafter, to a 
maximum of 50 words.  Adverts are entered on a first 
come first served basis, as space is limited. 
 

FOR SALE 
 

HISTORIC KILN FOR SALE 
Gas fired trolley kiln 1530 cm deep x 1280cm 
wide x 1220 cm high inside with central pivot 
door. It has 8 burners.  
R30 000-00 – fetch it yourself! 
Tel : David Walters : 021-876 4304 

*********** 
Complete Pottery Studio from the late Cathy 
Collingridge 
Clayman Kiln – 6 cubic, excellent condition 
with ramp controller unit. 
3 electric wheels : 2 of which are Reinders. 
Loads of various pottery goodies 
All for R 17500-00. 
Phone : 082 453 9840 Tracy or 082 7744 227 
Paul 

*********** 
 

SLAB ROLLER, (Reinders), free standing, 
600mm.    R2500. 
RAKU KILN, fibrefax lined, + fire bricks for 
base, + 2  shelves and props.   R500. 
Phone 021-689 1449 
 

*********** 
Round kiln – Top loader 
Inner measure 25 cm diameter x  22,5 depth 
Outer measure 37 cm high x 38 cm diameter 
Hardly used R 900.00 
Contact Martha Phone : 021-9811694 cell : 
0829236903 
 

 
 

THE NEXT CPS CHATTER IS DUE OUT IN 
OCT 2008. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



WEDNESDAY COURSES 
 

AT CPS SOMERSET WEST BRANCH 
 

nerikomi 
 
Nerikomi* is the technique where multi-coloured 
porcelain is sliced up and assembled so that the pattern 
becomes an integral part of the form.  Try this beautiful 
technique yourself.  Enjoy colour, pattern and vibrancy! 
 
All materials and tools provided.  
Please bring: An old cotton sheet/piece of cotton 
material. A Stanley knife/blade or scalpel 
 
The course will run over 5 weeks, every Wednesday, 
beginning 16 July 2008 through to 13 August 2008.  
Cost of the course is R615.00 (VAT inclusive) 
 
*This technique is also often called Agate ware, 
Marquetry, or Neriage, but I have chosen to go with the 
definition given by Peter Lane in Contemporary Studio 
Porcelain. 
 

Crazy LayersCrazy LayersCrazy LayersCrazy Layers    
Layers, layers – what to do!  Create layers of decorative 
colour, with subtle textured surfaces, using both 
decorating slip and underglaze.  And yes!  You can use 
them on the same piece.    Carving through them, 
sliptrailing them… Discover their similarities and 
differences.  
  
Create your own masterpiece and be given the following 
items for FREE!   
 
A 3D Applicator bottle and a set of nibs 
Brushes and a rubber kidney 
 
All materials and tools provided.  
The course will run over 4 weeks, every Wednesday, 
beginning 20 August 2008 through to 10 September 
2008.  
Cost of the course is R570.00 (VAT inclusive) 

 

POLYMER CLAY! 
 
Discover the magic world of versatile, easily accessible 
Polymer clay.  Learn structural & decorative techniques 
from Elsabe Nel-Harries.  Make jewellery, buttons, 
miniature sculptures, and ornamental gifts. Do all this in 
one morning. Take home finished treasures that have 
even been fired – and all in one morning!  
   
All materials and tools provided.  
We will give you a free modeling tool. 
 
The course will run over 1 morning, Wednesday 17 
September 2008  

Cost of the course is R185.00 VAT inclusive) 
 
 

COLOUR CARVING 
 
Make a 1 piece hollow mould.  Colour your own 
porcelain slip and cast your own vessel.  Carve your 
own design into it, and reveal hidden depths of colour 
and translucency.  Let Elsabe show you a fun, easy, and 
unique way of creating beauty that is accessible to 
everyone. 
 
Materials and tools provided.  
 
Please bring:  your own bowl from which to make a 
mould - approximately 10cm high and 20cm in diameter. 
 
FREE: carving tool set. 
 
The course will run over 5 weeks, every Wednesday, 
beginning 8 October 2008 through to 5 November 2008.  
Cost of the course is R630.00(VAT inclusive) 
 

IN-GLAZE PAINTING 
Similar to Maiolica in nature, this easy, beautiful 
technique is often overlooked.  Oxides and stains are 
applied to an unfired glazed surface, creating a soft, yet 
vibrant decorative effect. 
 
Take home a platter uniquely decorated by you.   
  
All materials and tools provided.  
 
The course will run over 3 weeks, every Wednesday, 
beginning  12 November 2008 through to 26 November 
2008.  
Cost of the course is R540.00 (VAT inclusive) 
 

FOR ALL WORKSHOPS :  
 
Times:  9.30am to 12pm 
A grand tea at break-time will be provided ! 
 
Book  with Aafke - tel:  021-8523548 
 
5% discount  on the cost is offered for payment in full 
upon registration, with a further 5% discount  offered to 
Ceramics SA members on presentation of the latest 
Ceramics SA newsletter.  Alternatively you can pay 50% 
on registration, the balance payable on the 3rd day of 
the course. 
 
Seats are limited to 10 only - so based on a first come, 
first served basis.  Your payment secures your position. 
 In the event of less than 5 people booking for the 
course, a  full refund will be given.  Refunds will be given 
if cancellations are received prior to the start of the 
course:  50% deposit if a week or less notice given, 
otherwise full refund.    
 
 



TUESDAY DEMO’S 
In Somerset West at CPS 

 
 
Times:  9.30am to 11am 
Cost:  R85-00 per person per demonstration workshop 

 
 

 
Join Elsabé Nel-Harries on Tuesday mornings. She runs these excellent demonstrations, answers 
your questions and helps with ideas, inspiration and techniques  
 

HANDLES  22 July 2008 
 
Elsabé will demonstrate the many ways of making handles – pulled, slabbed, extruded, handmade, 
and on slip cast items. 
 

STENCILLING  5 August 2008     
 
For reproducing images & outlines, stenciling is one of the quickest and easiest tools to use in 
ceramics.  Come and find out more. 
 

MAKING YOUR OWN STAMPS 19 August 2008 
 
Learn how easy it is to make your own mark!  Stamps can be used to sign your work as well as 
create individual patterning.  Find out how. 
 

GLAZE LAYERING  2 September 2008   
   
Have fun learning about layering glazes on top of one another. See how the chemical reaction 
between clay & glaze is further enhanced by this process.  
 

BEADS   16 September 2008 
 
We have a lot of queries about beads – specifically about how to fire them.  Discover different ways 
of making and decorating and glazing them. 
 

THROWING OVAL AND SQUARE DISHES 14 October 2008   
 
Elsabé will demonstrate different techniques on how to throw oval and square dishes on the wheel. 
 

PLUNGE AND PINCH POTS              28 October 2008 
 
Quick and easy hand building techniques, accessible to anyone, on how to make pots. 
 
 


